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OTHERS PRESENT: 

 

Steven Cohen 

 

CHAIR NGUYEN: 

Today the subcommittees will hear the Department of Human Services, Aging 

and Disability Services Division.  

 

KIMBRA ELLSWORTH (Senior Program Analyst): 

As shown in Human Services Joint Subcommittee Closing List #7 (Exhibit C), 

we will be closing 12 budgets for the Department of Human Services (DHS), 

Aging and Disability Services Division (ADSD). The first budget is the 

administration budget account (B/A) 101-3151 beginning on page 1 of 

Exhibit C. The Major Closing Issue in this budget is the recommendation to add 

one new unclassified medical epidemiologist position.  

 

HUMAN SERVICES 

 

AGING AND DISABILITY SERVICES 

 

DHS-ADSD - Administration — Budget Page DHS-ADSD-13 (Volume II) 

Budget Account 101-3151 

 

The position is recommended to focus on opioid use and improving related 

health outcomes. The new position would assist in developing recommendations 

and targeted interventions to mitigate the impact of opioids on the aging 

population. This is a companion decision unit to E-259 in DHS, the Fund for a 

Resilient Nevada (FRN) B/A 264-3060, which transfers the opioid settlement 

funds to support the position costs. That budget account was closed by the 

subcommittees on April 8, 2025, and that decision was deferred to this closing.  

 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
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HUMAN SERVICES – DIRECTOR'S OFFICE 

 

DHS-DO-Fund For Resilient Nevada — Budget Page -8 (Volume II) 

Budget Account 264-3060 

 

E-259 Health & Wellness — Page DHS-ADSD-15 

 

Do the subcommittees wish to recommend approval of an unclassified medical 

epidemiologist position to address the impact of opioids on the aging population 

funded with a transfer from the FRN of $633,801 in opioid settlement funds?  

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MOSCA: 

Knowing the economic impact [to our State] that is going to happen for us, 

unfortunately, I do not approve. 

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MOSCA MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE FULL 

COMMITTEES TO NOT APPROVE IN B/A 101-3151 AS SHOWN ON 

PAGES 1 THROUGH 5 OF EXHIBIT C AN UNCLASSIFIED MEDICAL 

EPIDEMIOLOGIST POSITION TO ADDRESS THE IMPACT OF OPIOIDS ON 

THE AGING POPULATION, WITH THE NOTED TECHNICAL ADJUSTMENT 

TO FUND THE POSITION AND ASSOCIATED COSTS WITH $633,801 IN 

OPIOID SETTLEMENT FUNDS TRANSFERRED FROM THE FUND FOR A 

RESILIENT NEVADA B/A 264-3060 OVER THE 2025-2027 BIENNIUM. 

 

SENATOR SCHEIBLE SECONDED THE MOTION. 

 

ASSEMBLY: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

SENATE: THE MOTION CARRIED. (SENATOR DONDERO LOOP WAS 

EXCUSED FOR THE VOTE.) 

 

* * * * * 

 

MS. ELLSWORTH: 

There are eight Other Closing Items beginning on page 5 of Exhibit C, including 

a budget amendment on page 6 for one-time costs associated with the existing 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf


Senate Committee on Finance 

Assembly Committee on Ways and Means 

Subcommittees on Human Services 

April 25, 2025 

Page 4 

 

case management system. This would add $441,202 in fiscal year 

(FY) 2025-2026 in General Fund appropriations.  

 

Fiscal staff recommends all Other Closing Items be closed as recommended by 

the Governor, including Budget Amendment No. A257053151 and Other 

Closing Item 8 to add General Fund appropriations of $441,202 in FY 2025-

2026 for one-time costs associated with the Agency's case management data 

system and requests authority to make technical adjustments as necessary.  

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MOSCA MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE FULL 

COMMITTEES TO APPROVE IN B/A 101-3151, AS SHOWN ON PAGES 5 

AND 6 OF EXHIBIT C, TO APPROVE OTHER CLOSING ITEMS AS 

RECOMMENDED BY THE GOVERNOR, INCLUDING BUDGET 

AMENDMENT NO. A257053151 IN OTHER CLOSING ITEM 8 TO ADD 

GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS OF $441,202 IN FY 2025-2026 TO 

FUND ONE-TIME COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE AGENCY’S CASE 

MANAGEMENT DATA SYSTEM; WITH AUTHORITY FOR FISCAL STAFF 

TO MAKE TECHNICAL ADJUSTMENTS AS NECESSARY. 

 

SENATOR SCHEIBLE SECONDED THE MOTION. 

 

ASSEMBLY: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

SENATE: THE MOTION CARRIED. (SENATOR DONDERO LOOP WAS 

EXCUSED FOR THE VOTE.) 

 

* * * * * 

 

MS. ELLSWORTH: 

On page 7 of Exhibit C is B/A 101-3204, Consumer Health Assistance. The 

Major Closing Issue in this account is the establishment of new caseloads and 

associated positions.  

 

DHS-ADSD - Consumer Health Assistance — Budget Page DHS-ADSD-40 

(Volume II) 

Budget Account 101-3204 

 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
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The Governor recommends total funding of $916,830, including $412,567 in 

General Fund appropriations over the biennium, to establish caseloads and add 

associated positions for Consumer Health Assistance Program activities to 

address anticipated staffing needs.  

 

The table on page 9 of Exhibit C summarizes the caseload projections. These 

were updated in March 2025. And as you can see in the table, the March 

projections are lower than the projections that were used in the Governor's 

recommended budget. The original recommendation would add five positions. 

With the lower caseload projections from March, on page 10 of Exhibit C, you 

can see the caseload calculations changed the additional positions to three new 

positions. And there was a budget amendment received on February 28, 2025, 

from the Office of the Governor, Office of Finance (GFO) that changes the 

recommended caseload position start date to January 2026 instead of 

October 2025, which affects one position in the updated caseload projections. 

With that recommendation, all of the positions would start in January 2026.  

 

The table at the bottom of page 10 summarizes the costs associated with these 

adjustments. We have the Governor's recommendation, that had the 

five positions, and then the March 2025 caseload update, which reduces that to 

three positions; there is a cost savings there. Then we have the budget 

amendment that provides further cost savings for total adjusted costs of 

$465,448 over the biennium. That is a 49 percent change from what was in the 

Governor's recommended budget. 

 

Do the subcommittees wish to recommend approval of $465,448 including 

$209,452 in General Fund appropriations over the 2025-2027 biennium to 

establish caseloads and staffing ratios and add associated staffing to support 

Consumer Health Assistance Program activities based on the March 2025 

updated caseload projections and with Budget Amendment No. A253443204 to 

delay one position start date? 

 

CHAIR NGUYEN: 

To be clear, this was a decrease and a savings of about $500,000 over the 

biennium. Is that correct?  

 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
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MS. ELLSWORTH: 

Correct. The savings would be approximately $451,000.  

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MOSCA MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE FULL 

COMMITTEES TO APPROVE IN B/A 101-3204, AS SHOWN ON PAGES 7 

THROUGH 10 OF EXHIBIT C, $465,448 INCLUDES $209,452 IN 

GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS OVER THE 2025-2027 BIENNIUM TO 

ESTABLISH CASELOADS AND STAFFING RATIOS AND ADD 

ASSOCIATED STAFFING TO SUPPORT CONSUMER HEALTH 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM ACTIVITIES, BASED ON THE MARCH 2025 

UPDATED CASELOAD PROJECTIONS AND WITH BUDGET AMENDMENT 

NO. A253443204 TO DELAY ONE POSITION START DATE. 

 

SENATOR SCHEIBLE SECONDED THE MOTION. 

 

ASSEMBLY: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

SENATE: THE MOTION CARRIED. (SENATOR DONDERO LOOP WAS 

EXCUSED FOR THE VOTE.) 

 

* * * * * 

 

MS. ELLSWORTH: 

On page 11 of Exhibit C, there are six Other Closing Items. Fiscal staff 

recommends all Other Closing Items be closed as recommended by the 

Governor and requests authority to make technical adjustments as necessary. 

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MOSCA MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE FULL 

COMMITTEES TO APPROVE IN B/A 101-3204, AS SHOWN ON PAGE 11 

OF EXHIBIT C, ALL OTHER CLOSING ITEMS AS RECOMMENDED BY THE 

GOVERNOR; WITH AUTHORITY FOR FISCAL STAFF TO MAKE 

TECHNICAL ADJUSTMENTS AS NECESSARY. 

 

SENATOR SCHEIBLE SECONDED THE MOTION. 

 

ASSEMBLY: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
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SENATE: THE MOTION CARRIED. (SENATOR DONDERO LOOP WAS 

EXCUSED FOR THE VOTE.) 

 

* * * * * 

 

MS. ELLSWORTH: 

The Major Closing Issue in B/A 101-3209, the Autism Treatment Assistance 

Program, is the caseload growth and staffing adjustments.  

 

DHS-ADSD - Autism Treatment Assistance Program — Budget Page DHS - 

ADSD-69 (Volume II) 

Budget Account 101-3209 

 

On page 13 of Exhibit C, the Governor recommends total funding of 

$1.6 million, including $1.5 million in General Fund appropriations, over the 

2025-2027 biennium to fund projected caseload changes and associated 

staffing adjustments for the Autism Treatment Assistance Program. This 

recommendation would add five new positions with associated costs.  

 

The table on page 15 compares the projection that was used in the Governor's 

recommended budget and the projection that was received in March 2025 

based on updated caseload information. The table on page 16 compares the 

staffing adjustments based on those projections. As you can see on the table, 

the new projections would add six additional positions on top of the Governor's 

recommendation in decision unit M-201.  

 

M-201 Demographics/Caseload Changes — Page DHS - ADSD-70 

 

On page 16 there is also a description of a budget amendment that was 

received by the GFO on February 28, 2025, that changes the recommended 

caseload positions with start dates of October 2025 to start in January 2026 to 

reduce costs. The table on page 17 summarizes the staffing costs with these 

adjustments to the caseload projection and the budget amendment. Due to the 

adjustments in caseload projections and considering the amendment, the 

updated service costs in M-202 and the staffing adjustments in M-201 as 

amended would result in costs of $2.3 million, which is an increase of 

approximately $712,000 compared to the Executive Budget over the biennium.  

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
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M-202 Demographics/Caseload Changes — Page DHS - ADSD-71 

 

Do the subcommittees wish to recommend approval of $2.3 million, including 

$2.1 million in General Fund appropriations, over the 2025-2027 biennium to 

fund projected caseload changes for the Autism Treatment Assistance Program 

including associated service costs and staffing adjustments based on the 

March 2025 updated caseload projections and with Budget Amendment 

No. A253753209 to delay three position start dates?  

 

CHAIR NGUYEN: 

I would be inclined to entertain a motion that aligns the service costs and 

staffing with the caseload as projected in the Governor's recommended budget 

instead of with the March 2025 updated caseload projections.  

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MOSCA MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE FULL 

COMMITTEES TO NOT APPROVE IN B/A 101-3209, AS SHOWN ON 

PAGES 13 THROUGH 17 OF EXHIBIT C, ADJUSTMENTS BASED ON THE 

MARCH 2025 UPDATED CASELOAD PROJECTIONS; BUT INSTEAD TO 

APPROVE $1.5 MILLION THAT INCLUDES $1.4 MILLION IN GENERAL 

FUND APPROPRIATIONS TO FUND PROJECTED CASELOAD CHANGES 

FOR THE AUTISM TREATMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM INCLUDING 

ASSOCIATED SERVICE COSTS AND STAFFING ADJUSTMENTS BASED 

ON THE CASELOAD PROJECTIONS IN THE GOVERNOR'S 

RECOMMENDED BUDGET; AND BUDGET AMENDMENT 

NO. A253753209 TO DELAY THREE POSITION START DATES. 

 

SENATOR SCHEIBLE SECONDED THE MOTION. 

 

ASSEMBLY: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

SENATE: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

* * * * * 

 

 

 

 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
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MS. ELLSWORTH: 

On page 17 of Exhibit C, there are five Other Closing Items. Fiscal staff 

recommends all Other Closing Items be closed as recommended by the 

Governor and requests authority to make technical adjustments as necessary. 

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MOSCA MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE FULL 

COMMITTEES TO APPROVE IN B/A 101-3209, AS SHOWN ON PAGE 17 

OF EXHIBIT C, ALL OTHER CLOSING ITEMS AS RECOMMENDED BY THE 

GOVERNOR; WITH AUTHORITY FOR FISCAL STAFF TO MAKE 

TECHNICAL ADJUSTMENTS AS NECESSARY. 

 

SENATOR SCHEIBLE SECONDED THE MOTION. 

 

ASSEMBLY: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

SENATE: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

* * * * * 

 

MS. ELLSWORTH: 

The Home and Community-Based Services, B/A 101-3266 is on page 19 of 

Exhibit C. It includes community-based care services that provide alternatives to 

nursing home or long-term care facility placement for individuals at risk of 

institutionalization. This budget is primarily funded with General Fund 

appropriations and federal funds.  

 

DHS-ADSD - Home and Community-Based Services — Budget Page DHS-

ADSD-75 (Volume II) 

Budget Account 101-3266 

 

There are two Major Closing Issues in this budget. The first is on page 19 of 

Exhibit C regarding caseload growth and staffing adjustments including decision 

units M-200, M-201, M-203 and M-205. The Governor recommends total 

funding of $8.4 million, including $6 million in General Fund appropriations, over 

the 2025-2027 biennium to fund projected caseload changes and associated 

staffing adjustments for the community-based care programs including 

58 positions.  

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
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M-200 Demographics/Caseload Changes — Page DHS-ADSD-77 

M-201 Demographics/Caseload Changes — Page DHS-ADSD-77 

M-203 Demographics/Caseload Changes — Page DHS-ADSD-78 

M-205 Demographics/Caseload Changes — Page DHS-ADSD-78 

 

The table on page 21 summarizes the positions in the Governor's 

recommendation. There was also a budget amendment received for this account 

that would change the position start dates from October and December 2025 to 

January 2026 as a cost savings measure.  

 

In March 2025, the Agency provided updated caseload projections, and those 

are summarized on page 24 of the packet. At the bottom of the table, the 

March projections are notably higher than the projections that were utilized in 

the Governor's recommended budget. I will note that there are no caseload 

decision units within the Executive Budget that fund service costs to reduce 

waitlists. On page 25 there is a table that summarizes the projected caseload 

and the projected waitlist. The waitlist is projected to comprise more than 

one-third of the total projected demand for the community-based care programs 

by the end of the biennium.  

 

The Agency has indicated that the demand for these services is projected to 

continue to increase. Based on the methodology used for the staffing, the 

Governor's recommendation would fund service costs for projected caseloads. 

However, it does not fund service costs for the waitlist. If the caseload staffing 

is adjusted based on the projected funded caseload, and the waitlists are 

removed from consideration, then the FY 2025-2026 caseload would decline 

below the current legislatively approved level. Based on the approved staffing 

ratios and the updated projections, if we exclude the waitlist from the 

calculations, then the caseload adjustments would result in the elimination of 

several positions in FY 2025-2026 and decreased funding for service costs of 

$1.1 million in each fiscal year.  

 

Given the actual need for services, if we are looking at the caseload plus the 

waitlist that is projected to continue to grow over the upcoming biennium, and 

adjusting for the caseload as projected, excluding the waitlist would result in 

significant cuts to existing caseload staff and service costs. The subcommittees 

may wish to consider not approving any adjustments associated with the 



Senate Committee on Finance 

Assembly Committee on Ways and Means 

Subcommittees on Human Services 

April 25, 2025 

Page 11 

 

caseload changes including service costs or staffing adjustments in decision 

units: M-200, M-201, M-203, M-205 and the Budget Amendment 

No. A253643266, and instead recommend maintaining the caseload and 

associated staffing at the FY 2024-2025 legislatively approved base budget 

amounts. The table on page 26 of Exhibit C summarizes those caseload 

numbers. 

 

Additionally, the subcommittees may wish to recommend a letter of intent be 

issued to the Division and the Office of Data Analytics requiring the agencies to 

evaluate the community-based care programs caseload including the 

methodology for projecting the caseload and the staffing needs.  

 

The decision for the subcommittees is on page 27 of Exhibit C. Do the 

subcommittees wish to recommend not approving the Governor's 

recommendation to fund projected caseload adjustments for the 

community-based care programs over the 2025-2027 biennium, including 

adjustments to caseload service costs and staffing in decision units M-200, 

M-201, M-203, M-205 and Budget Amendment No. A253643266, and instead 

recommend maintaining the FY 2024-2025 legislatively approved base caseload 

and associated staffing levels? Do the subcommittees wish to also recommend 

issuing a letter of intent to ADSD and the Office of Analytics to evaluate the 

current community-based care programs caseload, including the methodology 

for projecting caseload and staffing needs, associated service costs, client wait 

times and the approach to service delivery, and to report to the Interim Finance 

Committee (IFC) during the 2025-2026 Interim on their findings and 

recommendations? 

 

SENATOR SCHEIBLE: 

If we follow the recommendation, would that mean we would not have to lay 

anybody off in this budget account?  

 

MS. ELLSWORTH: 

Correct. It would maintain existing funding.  

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MOSCA MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE FULL 

COMMITTEES TO NOT APPROVE IN B/A 101-3266, AS SHOWN ON 

PAGES 19 THROUGH 27 OF EXHIBIT C, THE GOVERNOR’S 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
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RECOMMENDATION TO FUND PROJECTED CASELOAD ADJUSTMENTS 

FOR THE COMMUNITY-BASED CARE PROGRAMS OVER THE 

2025-2027 BIENNIUM, INCLUDING ADJUSTMENTS TO CASELOAD 

SERVICE COSTS AND STAFFING IN DECISION UNITS M-200, M201, 

M203, M205 AND BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. A253643266; AND 

INSTEAD TO RECOMMEND TO APPROVE MAINTAINING THE 

FY 2024-2025 LEGISLATIVELY APPROVED BASE CASELOAD AND 

ASSOCIATED STAFFING LEVELS; AND RECOMMEND ISSUING A 

LETTER OF INTENT TO THE AGING AND DISABILITY SERVICES 

DIVISION AND THE OFFICE OF ANALYTICS TO EVALUATE THE 

CURRENT COMMUNITY-BASED CARE PROGRAMS CASELOAD, 

INCLUDING THE METHODOLOGY FOR PROJECTING CASELOAD AND 

STAFFING NEEDS, ASSOCIATED SERVICE COSTS, CLIENT WAIT TIMES 

AND THE APPROACH TO SERVICE DELIVERY; AND TO REPORT TO THE 

INTERIM FINANCE COMMITTEE DURING THE 2025-2026 INTERIM ON 

THEIR FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 

 

SENATOR DONDERO LOOP SECONDED THE MOTION. 

 

ASSEMBLY: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

SENATE: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

* * * * * 

 

MS. ELLSWORTH: 

The second Major Closing Issue is on pages 27 through 29 of Exhibit C. The 

Governor recommends General Fund appropriations of $849,420 over the 

2025-2027 biennium to continue existing service provider rates for the 

Community Options Program for the Elderly and the Personal Assistance 

Services Program. The actual cost of services is higher than the projected costs 

that funded the legislatively approved caseload for the current biennium for 

these programs. The Governor's recommendation would fund the difference in 

projected costs over the upcoming biennium and the base caseload costs for the 

programs based on costs that were utilized at the time of the budget build.  

 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf
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As submitted, the Governor's recommendation would support the projected 

costs of the FY 2024-2025 legislatively approved caseloads at an average 

monthly cost per individual of $1,153 for the Community Options Program for 

the Elderly and $1,947 for Personal Assistance Services. However, in response 

to questions following the budget hearing, the agency indicated to better reflect 

actual service utilization that the average monthly cost per individual of $1,330 

for the Community Options Program for the Elderly and $2,435 for Personal 

Assistance Services are more reasonable estimates for the upcoming biennium 

based on the most current billing data available. Fiscal staff calculates additional 

General Fund appropriations of $802,375 would be needed in each year of the 

2025-2027 biennium to increase base service costs to fund the current 

legislatively approved caseloads at the average cost per individual per month of 

$1,330 for the Community Options Program for the Elderly and $2,435 for 

Personal Assistance Services.   

 

Do the subcommittees wish to recommend approval of General Fund 

appropriations of $424,710 in each year of the 2025-2027 biennium to fund 

projected base caseload service costs, based on the average monthly cost per 

individual of $1,153 for the Community Options Program for the Elderly and 

$1,947 for Personal Assistance Services, as recommended by the Governor? Do 

the subcommittees wish to further recommend approval of additional General 

Fund appropriations of $802,375 in each year of the 2025-2027 biennium to 

increase the average monthly cost per individual from $1,153 to $1,330 for the 

Community Options Program for the Elderly and from $1,947 to $2,435 for 

Personal Assistance Services based on the Agency's most recent cost data? 

 

SENATOR SCHEIBLE: 

Is this the program that helps to ensure that people are able to stay in their 

homes and they are getting care there at home as opposed to putting them into 

a facility, which would actually cost us a lot more money in the long run? Am I 

correct? 

 

MS. ELLSWORTH: 

Yes, that is correct. 
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CHAIR NGUYEN: 

I tend to agree. I know that this looks like an increase, but I think this is a 

minimal increase when you think about the long-term costs of having people in 

long-term skilled nursing facilities or other options like the hospital.  

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MOSCA MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE FULL 

COMMITTEES TO APPROVE IN B/A 101-3266, AS SHOWN ON PAGES 

27 THROUGH 29 OF EXHIBIT C, GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS OF 

$424,710 IN EACH YEAR OF THE 2025-2027 BIENNIUM TO FUND 

PROJECTED BASE CASELOAD SERVICE COSTS, BASED ON THE 

AVERAGE MONTHLY COST PER INDIVIDUAL OF $1,153 FOR THE 

COMMUNITY OPTIONS PROGRAM FOR THE ELDERLY AND $1,947 FOR 

PERSONAL ASSISTANCE SERVICES, AS RECOMMENDED BY THE 

GOVERNOR; AND TO RECOMMEND TO APPROVE ADDITIONAL 

GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS OF $802,375 IN EACH YEAR THE 

2025-2027 BIENNIUM TO INCREASE THE AVERAGE MONTHLY COST 

PER INDIVIDUAL FROM $1,153 TO $1,330 FOR THE COMMUNITY 

OPTIONS PROGRAM FOR THE ELDERLY AND FROM $1,947 TO $2,435 

FOR PERSONAL ASSISTANCE SERVICES, BASED ON THE AGENCY’S 

MOST RECENT COST DATA. 

 

SENATOR DONDERO LOOP SECONDED THE MOTION. 

 

ASSEMBLY: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

SENATE: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

* * * * * 

 

MS. ELLSWORTH: 

There are 10 Other Closing Items on pages 30 and 31 of Exhibit C. Other 

Closing Item 9 is related to the Taxi Assistance Program. Based on updated 

projections for taxicab trips, the operating reserve balance in the Taxicab 

Authority B/A 245-4130 is projected to be insufficient to transfer funding for 

the Taxi Assistance Program in the upcoming biennium. That budget is 

scheduled to be closed by the General Government Joint Subcommittees on 

April 30, 2025. Fiscal staff requests authority to make technical adjustments to 
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align the Taxi Assistance Program revenue and associated expenditures in this 

budget account with the revenue transfer out from the Taxicab Authority 

budget account.  

 

COMMERCE & INDUSTRY 

 

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS & INDUSTRY 

 

B&I - Taxicab Authority — Budget Page B & I-206 (Volume II) 

Budget Account 245-4130 

 

On page 31 there is recommended back language to continue the minimum 

wage requirements for personal care service workers.  

 

Fiscal staff recommends Other Closing Items 1 through 8 be closed as 

recommended by the Governor; Other Closing Item 9 be closed with the noted 

technical adjustments to align the funding and associated costs for the Taxi 

Assistance Program with the transfer out from the Taxicab Authority 

B/A 245-4130; and Other Closing Item 10 be closed with the noted back 

language and requests authority to make other technical adjustments as 

necessary.  

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MOSCA MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE FULL 

COMMITTEES TO APPROVE IN B/A 101-3266, AS SHOWN ON 

PAGES 30 AND 31 OF EXHIBIT C, OTHER CLOSING ITEMS 1 THROUGH 

8 AS RECOMMENDED BY THE GOVERNOR; OTHER CLOSING ITEM 9 

WITH THE NOTED TECHNICAL ADJUSTMENTS TO ALIGN THE FUNDING 

AND ASSOCIATED COSTS FOR THE TAXI ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

WITH THE TRANSFER OUT FROM THE TAXICAB AUTHORITY 

B/A 245-4130; AND OTHER CLOSING ITEM 10 WITH THE NOTED BACK 

LANGUAGE; WITH AUTHORITY FOR FISCAL STAFF TO MAKE 

TECHNICAL ADJUSTMENTS AS NECESSARY. 

 

SENATOR DONDERO LOOP SECONDED THE MOTION. 

 

ASSEMBLY: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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SENATE: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

* * * * * 

 

MS. ELLSWORTH: 

On page 33 of Exhibit C is the Adult Protective Services and Long-Term Care 

Ombudsman, B/A 101-3282. There is one Major Closing Issue in this account 

that is caseload adjustments and additional staffing.  

 

DHS-ADSD - Adult Protctive Servs & Long-Term Care — Budget Page DHS-

ADSD-124 (Volume II) 

Budget Account 101-3282 

 

The Governor recommends total funding of $7.9 million, including $5.9 million 

in General Fund appropriations over the 2025-2027 biennium, to adjust Adult 

Protective Services and Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program staffing based on 

projected caseload changes. The recommendation would add a total of 55 new 

positions for the two programs. During the budget hearing, the agency indicated 

that both programs had seen an increase in the number of referrals. However, 

the vacancy rates were also discussed. Currently, the programs overall have 

approximately a 20 percent vacancy rate within this budget account. The 

vacancy rate for adult rights specialist positions is around 30 percent. The 

Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program has a lower vacancy rate of 

approximately 7 percent. 

 

The agency provided updated caseload projections in March 2025, and those 

are summarized in the table on page 36. Those updated caseload projections 

would result in the addition of 67 positions compared to the 55 that were 

recommended in the Governor's recommendation. On page 37 of Exhibit C is a 

summary of the staffing for the Adult Protective Services Program and on 

page 38 is a summary of the staffing for the Long-Term Care Ombudsman 

Program.  

 

There was also a budget amendment received by the GFO to delay the start 

date of any new positions that would start in October and December 2025 to 

January 2026. The table on page 39 of Exhibit C summarizes the 

recommendation for the staffing for both programs, comparing the Governor's 
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recommendation and the caseload adjustments. The difference from the 

Governor's recommendation is approximately $1 million in General Fund 

appropriations.  

 

The decision for the subcommittees is on page 40 of Exhibit C. Do the 

subcommittees wish to recommend approval of $8.8 million including 

$6.9 million in General Fund appropriations over the 2025-2027 biennium to 

fund projected caseload changes for the Adult Protective Services and 

Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program including associated staffing adjustments 

for 67 new positions based on the March 2025 updated caseload projections 

and with Budget Amendments No. A253433282 and No. A253663282 to delay 

40 position start dates? 

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MOSCA: 

Given our economic environment as well as the vacancy rates [in these 

programs], I do not approve. 

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MOSCA MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE FULL 

COMMITTEES TO NOT APPROVE IN B/A 101-3282, AS SHOWN ON 

PAGES 33 THROUGH 40 OF EXHIBIT C, $8.8 MILLION THAT INCLUDES  

$6.9 MILLION IN GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS OVER THE 

2025-2027 BIENNIUM, TO FUND PROJECTED CASELOAD CHANGES 

FOR THE ADULT PROTECTIVE SERVICES AND LONG-TERM CARE 

OMBUDSMAN PROGRAMS, INCLUDING ASSOCIATED STAFFING 

ADJUSTMENTS FOR 67 NEW POSITIONS BASED ON THE MARCH 2025 

UPDATED CASELOAD PROJECTIONS, AND WITH BUDGET 

AMENDMENTS NO. A253433282 AND NO. A253663282 TO DELAY 

40 POSITION START DATES. 

 

SENATOR DONDERO LOOP SECONDED THE MOTION. 

 

ASSEMBLY: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

SENATE: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

* * * * * 
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MS. ELLSWORTH: 

There are five Other Closing Items on page 40 of Exhibit C. Fiscal staff 

recommends all Other Closing Items be closed as recommended by the 

Governor and requests authority to make technical adjustments as necessary.  

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MOSCA MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE FULL 

COMMITTEES TO APPROVE IN B/A 101-3282, AS SHOWN ON PAGE 40 

OF EXHIBIT C, ALL OTHER CLOSING ITEMS AS RECOMMENDED BY THE 

GOVERNOR; WITH AUTHORITY FOR FISCAL STAFF TO MAKE 

TECHNICAL ADJUSTMENTS AS NECESSARY. 

 

SENATOR DONDERO LOOP SECONDED THE MOTION. 

 

ASSEMBLY: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

SENATE: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

* * * * * 

 

MS. ELLSWORTH: 

I will now begin presenting the budgets that the subcommittees have not 

previously reviewed for ADSD, and that Fiscal staff is responsible for developing 

closing recommendations. 

 

The first staff closed budget is on page 41 of Exhibit C. This is the Commission 

for Persons Who Are Deaf, B/A 101-1006. The Nevada Commission for Persons 

Who Are Deaf, Hard of Hearing or Speech Impaired provides such persons with 

information and referrals [for services and resources]. This budget account is 

funded with General Fund appropriations and provides for the administrative 

expenses of the Commission.  

 

DHS-ADSD - Commission For Persons Who Are Deaf — Budget Page DHS-

ADSD-23 (Volume II) 

Budget Account 101-1006 

 

The closing recommendations for this budget account are included on the 

summary page of the closing packet. 
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The next budget is on page 43 of Exhibit C. This is the Tobacco Settlement 

Program.  

 

DHS-ADSD - Tobacco Settlement Program — Budget Page DHS-ADSD-20 

(Volume II) 

Budget Account 262-3140 

 

This is funded with funds transferred from the Fund for a Healthy Nevada. 

Independent Living Grants enable older persons to remain at home and avoid 

institutional placements. There are three Other Closing Items in this budget. The 

third is Budget Amendment No. A255303140 received on March 17, 2025, 

which would decrease revenue transferred from the Fund for a Healthy Nevada 

for Independent Living Grants.  

 

Budget account 262-3156 is on pages 45 and 46 of Exhibit C. The Senior Rx 

and Disability Rx budget account provides funding to assist eligible senior 

citizens and persons with disabilities to obtain prescription medications and 

other benefits. Funding is provided through transfers from the Fund for a 

Healthy Nevada.  

 

DHS-ADSD - Senior Rx and Disability Rx — Budget Page DHS-ADSD-24 

(Volume II) 

Budget Account 262-3156 

 

There are seven Other Closing Items in this account including Other Closing 

Item 6, which is Budget Amendment No. A255253156 received on 

March 17, 2025, to decrease revenue transferred from the Fund for a Healthy 

Nevada for prescription assistance funding. Other Closing Item 7 is a technical 

adjustment to eliminate the reserve that was removed by an IFC work program 

during the Interim. Fiscal staff recommends a technical adjustment of $10,640 

from the base budget to eliminate the reserves consistent with the FY 2024-

2025 work program approved by the IFC. The closing recommendations for this 

budget are included on the summary page of the packet.  

 

The Communication Access Services, B/A 101-3206 is on page 47 and 48 of 

Exhibit C. Communication Access Services provides communication access to 

Nevadans who are deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired.  
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DHS-ADSD - Communication Access Services — Budget Page DHS - ADSD-47 

(Volume II) 

Budget Account 101-3206 

 

E-300 Government Support Services — Page DHS - ADSD-50 

 

This is funded by telephone users through a monthly surcharge on telephone 

lines in the State. The surcharge also funds Communication Access Services 

Program staff. There are seven Other Closing Items. Closing recommendations 

for this budget account are included on the summary page in the closing packet.  

 

Budget account 101-3271 is on page 49. This is the Facility Outreach and 

Community Integration Services (FOCIS) and the Money Follows the Person 

Program (MFP). 

 

DHS-ADSD - FOCIS and MFP — Budget Page DHS-ADSD-85 (Volume II) 

Budget Account 101-3271 

 

The FOCIS Program offers a voluntary service to provide Medicaid recipients, 

who are at risk or reside in an institution, with a choice to seek an alternative to 

institutional placement. The Money Follows the Person Program provides eligible 

participants with the services, support and assistance necessary to move back 

into the community. 

 

There are five Other Closing Items in this budget. Closing recommendations for 

this budget account are included on the summary page of the closing packet.  

 

On page 51 of Exhibit C is B/A 101-3278, Planning, Advocacy and Community 

Grants. This unit offers programs and supportive services to older adults, people 

with disabilities and their caregivers, including nutrition and home-delivered 

meals, assistive technology, transportation, preventive health, social services 

and family caregiver support.  

 

DHS-ADSD - Planning, Advocacy and Community Grants — Budget Page DHS-

ADSD-91 (Volume II) 

Budget Account 101-3278 
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E-499 Expiring ARPA Grant/Program — Page DHS-ADSD-96 

 

There are nine Other Closing Items beginning on page 51. For Other Closing 

Item 8, Fiscal staff recommends a technical adjustment to add funding for 

projected expenditures in the upcoming biennium to complete the American 

Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA) projects in this budget. Other Closing Item 9 is 

Budget Amendment No. A255313278 that recommends to decrease a transfer 

from the Fund for a Healthy Nevada, which then decreases support for contract 

expenditures in the Nevada 211 Program. The closing recommendations for this 

budget account are included on the summary page in the closing packet.  

 

The Statewide Independent Living Council is B/A 101-3283 and is on page 53 

of Exhibit C. The Statewide Independent Living Council provides advocacy and 

support for independent living services and options designed to empower 

Nevadans with disabilities to live independently in the community. There are 

six Other Closing Items, and closing recommendations for this budget account 

are included on the summary page, page 55 of your packet.  

 

DHS-ADSD - State Independent Living Council — Budget Page DHS-ADSD-132 

(Volume II) 

Budget Account 101-3283 

 

As previously noted, Fiscal staff is responsible for developing the closing 

recommendations for the following budget accounts to assist with the closing. 

Fiscal staff recommends the following budget accounts be closed as 

recommended by the Governor with the noted technical adjustments and budget 

amendments and requests authority for staff to make other technical 

adjustments as necessary: B/A 101-1006 DHS-ADSD Commission for Persons 

Who Are Deaf; B/A 262-3140 DHS-ADSD Tobacco Settlement Program, 

including Budget Amendment No. A255303140 in Other Closing Item 3 to 

decrease revenue from the Fund for a Healthy Nevada; B/A 262-3156 

DHS-ADSD Senior Rx and Disability Rx, including Budget Amendment 

No. A255253156 in Other Closing Item 6 to decrease revenue from the Fund 

for a Healthy Nevada and the technical adjustment in Other Closing Item 7 to 

eliminate reserves from the base budget; B/A 101-3206 DHS-ADSD 

Communication Access Services, including the technical adjustment in Other 

Closing Item 7 to fund the new position and decision unit E-300 with 
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100 percent reserves; B/A 101-3271 DHS-ADSD FOCIS and MFP; 

B/A 101-3278 DHS-ADSD Planning Advocacy and Community Grants, including 

the technical adjustment in Other Closing Item 8 to add authority for ARPA 

projects in decision unit E-499 and Budget Amendment No. A255313278 in 

Other Closing Item 9 to decrease revenue from the Fund for a Healthy Nevada; 

and B/A 101-3283 DHS-ADSD State Independent Living Council.  

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MOSCA MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE FULL 

COMMITTEES TO APPROVE, AS SHOWN ON PAGE 55 OF EXHIBIT C, 

THE FOLLOWING BUDGET ACCOUNTS AS RECOMMENDED BY THE 

GOVERNOR, WITH THE NOTED TECHNICAL ADJUSTMENTS AND 

BUDGET AMENDMENTS: B/A 101-1006 DHS-ADSD COMMISSION FOR 

PERSONS WHO ARE DEAF; B/A 262-3140 DHS-ADSD TOBACCO 

SETTLEMENT PROGRAM, INCLUDING BUDGET AMENDMENT 

NO. A255303140 IN OTHER CLOSING ITEM 3 TO DECREASE REVENUE 

FROM THE FUND FOR A HEALTHY NEVADA; B/A 262-3156 DHS-ADSD 

SENIOR RX AND DISABILITY RX, INCLUDING BUDGET AMENDMENT 

NO. A255253156 IN OTHER CLOSING ITEM 6 TO DECREASE REVENUE 

FROM THE FUND FOR A HEALTHY NEVADA AND THE TECHNICAL 

ADJUSTMENT IN OTHER CLOSING ITEM 7 TO ELIMINATE RESERVES 

FROM THE BASE BUDGET; B/A 101-3206 DHS-ADSD COMMUNICATION 

ACCESS SERVICES, INCLUDING THE TECHNICAL ADJUSTMENT IN 

OTHER CLOSING ITEM 7 TO FUND THE NEW POSITION AND DECISION 

UNIT E-300 WITH 100 PERCENT RESERVES; B/A 101-3271 DHS-ADSD 

FOCIS AND MFP; B/A 101-3278 DHS-ADSD PLANNING ADVOCACY 

AND COMMUNITY GRANTS, INCLUDING THE TECHNICAL 

ADJUSTMENT IN OTHER CLOSING ITEM 8 TO ADD AUTHORITY FOR 

ARPA PROJECTS IN DECISION UNIT E-499, AND BUDGET AMENDMENT 

NO. A255313278 IN OTHER CLOSING ITEM 9 TO DECREASE REVENUE 

FROM THE FUND FOR A HEALTHY NEVADA; AND B/A 101-3283 

DHS-ADSD STATE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL;  WITH AUTHORITY 

FOR FISCAL STAFF TO MAKE TECHNICAL ADJUSTMENTS AS 

NECESSARY. 

 

SENATOR DONDERO LOOP SECONDED THE MOTION 

 

ASSEMBLY: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/FIN/SFIN864C.pdf


Senate Committee on Finance 

Assembly Committee on Ways and Means 

Subcommittees on Human Services 

April 25, 2025 

Page 23 

 

SENATE: THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

* * * * * 

 

CHAIR NGUYEN: 

We will now hear public comment. 

  

STEVEN COHEN: 

Yes, even in retirement, that is still a thing to address the ATAP [Autism 

Treatment Assistance Program] budget, Friday morning or not.  

 

I am trying not to choke out of fear. These are critical services that the 

community needs, and I would hope that staff could work with the community 

to provide a middle ground.  
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CHAIR NGUYEN: 

Hearing no further public comment this meeting is adjourned at 8:49 a.m. 

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 

 

 

 

  

Dee Chekowitz-Dykes, 

Committee Secretary 
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