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Mendy Elliott, Southern Nevada Regional Housing Authority; Nevada Rural 

Housing Authority 

Samantha Barnes, Las Vegas Global Economic Alliance  

Stephen Wood, Director of Strategy and Public Policy, Governor's Office of 

 Economic Development 

 

CHAIR NEAL: 

We will open the hearing for Assembly Bill (A.B.) 160.  

 

ASSEMBLY BILL 160 (1st Reprint): Creates the Nevada-Ireland Trade 

Commission. (BDR 18-650) 

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER STEVE YEAGER (Assembly District No. 9):  

In 2023, cosponsor Assemblymember O'Neill and I had the pleasure of traveling 

to Ireland as part of an official delegation. Assemblymember Gray also went 

with us. I have submitted a photograph (Exhibit C) from when we presented the 

Nevada flag to the Irish Senate majority leader. His name was Senator Daly; but 

of course, he was Mark Daly, not our Skip Daly. We also met the former Irish 

Prime Minister, Bertie Ahern, who was part of the peace agreement between 

Northern Ireland and Ireland. During our trip, we learned that Ireland has played 

an outsized role in Nevada's development. Irish immigrants also played a key 

role in Nevada's mining boom in the mid-1800s, and many prominent Nevadans 

are of Irish descent—former Governor Mike O'Callaghan comes to mind right 

away.  

 

We also learned that a number of states had formed trade commissions with 

Ireland to further strengthen ties between Ireland and their respective states—be 

it commercial, educational or cultural—for the mutual benefit of Ireland and each 

participating state. This has become particularly important since Ireland—as part 

of Great Britian—separated from the European Union because of Brexit. Our 

current political international climate has obviously made relationships more 

difficult between the United States and other countries. This is the genesis of 

the bill, and we learned a lot from other states.  

 

I will give you some pretty quick information about the bill itself, what has 

happened in states that have created trade commissions with Ireland and why I 

think it will be important here. Assembly Bill 160 is pretty straightforward. The 

Nevada commission will be under the Governor's Office of Economic 

Development and be comprised of nine members with appointments from the 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/12102/Overview/
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/RED/SRED1266C.pdf
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[Assembly] Speaker of the House, the Senate Majority Leader and the Governor. 

The goals of the commission are in section 5 which you will find at the bottom 

of page 3. There are a number of items listed there, but I won’t read them all. 

Reporting on the commission's activity is required, and the commission can 

accept gifts and grants which are anticipated, so it won't cost the State 

anything.  

 

I know this isn't a fiscal committee, but we did stop in the Senate Ways and 

Means [Finance] Committee to confirm they could absorb the staffing for the 

meetings. In every other state that has created a commission, grants and gifts 

have paid for exchange trips at no cost to the state. Twenty-three other states 

have already formed an Ireland trade commission, and 23 more are considering 

it this legislative session. We might be up to nearly 45 states.  

 

The West Virginia–Ireland Trade Commission, created through legislation 

sponsored by a friend of mine, Speaker Roger Hanshaw, has been very, very 

successful. There have been collaborations between West Virginia and Ireland 

such as partnerships between the universities. A couple of Irish companies have 

also opened divisions or branches in West Virginia because of those relations, 

and we could replicate that success here. This is a no-cost opportunity for the 

State. We urge you to support this bill. 

 

SENATOR STONE: 

I also had the pleasure of going to Ireland that summer. It's an astonishingly 

beautiful country. Do we know how much trade exists between Ireland and 

Nevada at this point? Have you anticipated how much of an increase there will 

be if we create a trade commission?  

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER YEAGER: 

I don’t have an answer to that, but I can get it for you. Because this is a crazy 

part of session, it's hard to line up presenters. When we presented this bill in 

the Assembly, we had Senator Daly Zoom in from Ireland, and he provided 

some of that information. Because of the time difference, he could not appear 

by Zoom today—it's early morning in Ireland. I will get that information for you. 

I also agree with your assessment of Ireland. If you haven't had a chance to 

visit Ireland, it's a beautiful country. The dynamic between Ireland and Northern 

Ireland and how hard they've had to work to find peace was inspiring to me and 

made me appreciate what we have in this country even more. I take great pride 

knowing that the United States was the broker of the Good Friday [peace] 
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agreement. They love Americans in Ireland, so if you ever get a chance to go … 

but to your question, I will get that information. 

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER PK O'NEILL (Assembly District No. 40):  

I took a tour while we were in Ireland, and they have a very active IT industry. 

In fact, they compete directly with California on development and their schools 

also. I talked with them about our various server farms and moving programs 

toward the colleges. The business college chair said how much he wanted to do 

student exchanges. The chair also commented that the language barrier is not 

difficult to overcome. He said communication was helpful in dealing with IT 

subjects, which was one of the reasons why they want to open up trade 

commissions with the various states. They also want to work directly with the 

states on student exchanges and trading legitimate products.  

 

We were talking about IT development—not just Jameson's whiskey for pecan 

punches. We discussed legitimate trade issues. The conversations we had were 

real and very strong. Irish Senator Mark Daly wanted to try and stick around for 

this meeting, even though it would be almost 2:00 a.m. there, but we didn’t 

think it was fair to keep him on the line today. They are serious about this, and 

that's what I want to drive home.  

 

TAYLOR AVERY (Vegas Chamber): 

The Chamber is in support of A.B. 160 as it provides an opportunity to expand 

economic development efforts and bolster economic relations between Nevada 

and Ireland.  

 

CHAIR NEAL: 

We will close the hearing for Assembly Bill 160 and enter into a work session.  

 

CHRISTIAN THAUER (Deputy Fiscal Analyst): 

Assembly Bill 160 was heard in this committee on May 29, 2025. As noted in 

the bill summary (Exhibit D), there are no amendments attached to this bill.  

 

CHAIR NEAL: 

I will entertain a motion to do pass A.B. 160.  

 

 SENATOR CRUZ-CRAWFORD MOVED TO DO PASS A.B. 160. 

 

 SENATOR DOÑATE SECONDED THE MOTION.  

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/RED/SRED1266D.pdf
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 THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

* * * * * 

 

CHAIR NEAL: 

We will now open the hearing on A.B. 226. 

 

ASSEMBLY BILL 226 (1st Reprint): Revises provisions relating to economic 

 development. (BDR 32-690) 

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER ERICA MOSCA (Assembly District No.14):  

Assembly Bill 226 says that any time we give out a tax abatement through the 

Governor's Office of Economic Development (GOED), we will ensure there is a 

Community Benefits Agreement (CBA) in place so when the State gives back a 

tax abatement, companies are helping our communities and are required to get 

to know our communities.  

 

The bill has two important sections. There is now a place on the application 

where you can check that your company understands they have corporate 

social responsibility, but proving it isn't required. With this bill, it will now be 

required. We want to signal to the nonprofit community and places where these 

companies are opening that a company is coming, they got an abatement, and 

the company must help the community. They can then get to know the 

company. The company must then turn in the CBA within two years to say 

what they will do. 

 

The bill doesn't impact film tax abatements in any way, which was a big issue. 

That's in the first reprint because at first there was a fiscal note. The initial bill 

went back to all [previous] abated companies to ensure they had a CBA in 

place. We removed the fiscal note so that this bill will only apply going forward. 

This was done on the Assembly side. 

 

CHAIR NEAL: 

I have a question on the CBA in the bill. What are your expectations for the 

community to collaborate because the bill does not actually give any particular 

criteria or areas in which those things would be negotiated.  

 

 

 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/12228/Overview/
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ASSEMBLYMEMBER MOSCA: 

That was something that we really talked about with GOED. They didn't have 

specific criteria in Nevada Revised Statutes, knowing that different companies 

have different mission statements, different values and will be in different areas. 

That's why companies have two years to get a CBA in place. Then, I can come 

back to this building in two years and see if the company followed through. 

 

As a chair of the nonprofit caucus, it is something that we've been talking a lot 

about—when we talk about public-private partnerships, we hope that this will 

be another way of knowing [if a CBA is followed]. The GOED meets publicly 

when they approve companies. This bill will let our nonprofits know that a 

company is coming to, say, east Las Vegas. The company manufactures 

technology, and their corporate social responsibility is about teaching kids 

coding or something. Now we can tell all our nonprofit folks that we know this 

company is getting money from the State to do X, Y and Z. You can match 

their criteria to area schools, and you should get to know them because they 

are required to come up with a CBA. If you had something specific and got to 

know the company, they could include you in that response.  

 

CHAIR NEAL: 

How can you ensure the community is involved? We all saw the Oakland A's 

experience, and at the end of the day—that's what the community sees—what I 

call the ivory tower group has a seat at the table not necessarily in their 

respective districts. How are you going to make sure those voices are 

participating? One of the elements of these deals was that, originally, they were 

confidential, and you would only hear about them on the back end.  

 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MOSCA: 

That's why there is a two-year deadline to submit a CBA. Assembly Bill 226 

says, "Okay, you got the abatement, it's public, you must talk to the 

community, you must create a CBA within two years because we're coming 

back to make sure you've done it." And I will come back with more legislation if 

they haven't done it.  

 

SENATOR CRUZ-CRAWFORD: 

Is there a report-out mechanism for their community involvement? I looked 

through the bill, but didn't see it.  
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ASSEMBLYMEMBER MOSCA: 

Yes, it's supposed to be what GOED does, and I'm sure they will be here to 

testify. Yes, that's what we agreed to because they have to come back to 

GOED and say what they did. They can't just check off a box. I may be 

incorrect, but I believe part of what Michael Nakamoto in taxation [Fiscal 

Analyst] does is an audit to ensure the business has done all the things they 

were supposed to do. A consensus is now required on the application to see if 

they actually did what they promised to do. I am passionate about nonprofits 

and making sure we have revenue to help our community. It's also important 

that there is follow-through. I don’t want them to have a check box where they 

can just say they did a CBA—I want to make sure they are actually helping the 

community.  

 

SARAH MERSEREAU-ADLER (Board Member, Healthy Communities Coalition, Lyon & 

Storey Counties): 

I urgently express my excitement and support for A.B. 226. The Healthy 

Communities Coalition has food pantries in three different communities of Lyon 

County; in April alone, we served 1,440 families in need of nutritious healthy 

food support. Fortunately, nonprofits have executive directors and board 

members who will boldly go and engage with businesses that receive tax 

abatements. All communities in Nevada need assistance at the most 

fundamental level of food security and affordable housing assistance. It would 

be great to have alignment between a technology company and kids who want 

training. It would be greatly beneficial if these communities work with 

businesses that receive abatements, even at the most fundamental levels. We 

appreciate the committee's support for this bill. 

 

MENDY ELLIOTT (Southern Nevada Regional Housing Authority; Nevada Rural 

Housing Authority):  

I agree with the previous speaker. I worked for First Interstate Norwest-Wells 

Fargo and was responsible for community outreach and engagement. As a 

company, we had the opportunity to work with corporations and nonprofit 

entities. Assembly Bill 226 takes the next step with community engagement. 

The State and GOED just reinforce the need for entities moving to our State to 

be responsible—especially to those communities investing in them and people 

working for them. We support this bill and would appreciate your support.  
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SAMANTHA BARNES (Las Vegas Global Economic Alliance):  

We want to thank Assemblymember Mosca for bringing this bill forward.  

 

[Due to technical issues, a portion of this meeting's recording has been lost and 

is unable to be transcribed.] 

 

STEPHEN WOOD (Director of Strategy and Public Policy, Governor's Office of 

 Economic Development): 

I want to thank Assemblymember Mosca for working with us on A.B. 226. I 

also want to apologize for not being quick enough to make it to the hearing, but 

I did hear a question on how this bill would be enforced. There are statutory 

requirements when a company receives a tax abatement for coming to Nevada. 

The requirements are included in a contract the company and State are a party 

to. The CBA would become part of the contract—just wanted to clear that up. 

 

CHAIR NEAL: 

I will close the hearing on A.B. 226 and open it up for a work session.  

 

MR. THAUER: 

Assembly Bill 226 was just heard in this committee today. There are no 

amendments attached to the measure as noted in the bill summary (Exhibit E).  

 

CHAIR NEAL: 

I will entertain a motion to do pass A.B. 226.  

 

 SENATOR DOÑATE MOVED TO DO PASS A.B. 226. 

 

 SENATOR CRUZ-CRAWFORD SECONDED THE MOTION.  

 

 THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

* * * * * 
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CHAIR NEAL: 

As there is no public comment, the meeting is adjourned at 6:02 p.m.  

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 

 

 

 

  

Cherie Dittler, 

Committee Secretary 

 

 

 

 

APPROVED BY: 

 

 

 

  

Senator Dina Neal, Chair 

 

 

DATE: _______________________________________  
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