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Patrick Baja, Vegas Elite Cleaners 

Chandler Cooks, Business Advisor, Urban Chamber of Commerce 
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VICE CHAIR DOÑATE: 

Today we have a bill hearing on Senate Bill (S.B.) 119 which revises provisions 

relating to the NV Grow Program. So at this time, I will go ahead and open the 

hearing and invite our presenters to come forward.  

 

SENATE BILL 119: Revises provisions relating to the NV Grow Program. 

(BDR  S- 81) 

 

CLARISSA COTA (Vice President, External Relations and Campus Operations, 

NV Grow, College of Southern Nevada): 

I am here along with my colleague, Eric Garner, to introduce to you S.B. 119 

which supports the NV Grow Program. 

 

Under normal circumstances, Senator Dina Neal would be here to provide 

introductory remarks for the NV Grow Program she cares so much about. We 

have been in close communication with her regarding this bill, so it is an honor 

to be here in her place to present to you an overview of the program and the 

success data collected over the last biennium. 

 

Through Senator Neal's vision and the support of the Legislature, the NV Grow 

Program has developed from a pilot in 2015 serving 15 businesses to a robust 

program now serving well over 1,300 businesses. The NV Grow Program is 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/12032/Overview/
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based upon a model of economic development from Littleton, Colorado, called 

economic gardening where it had been proven that by supporting the growth of 

small businesses, many of which are microbusinesses, it would help to drive the 

economic engine of a region. This is precisely what NV Grow has been able to 

accomplish.  

 

As you will see in the presentation (Exhibit C), this foundational program has 

assisted thousands of small businesses and has been able to be leveraged to 

bring in other grants and resources to augment the small business services 

provided by NV Grow. NV Grow clients are assisted by our business counselors 

who will work side by side with the business owners. They receive a GIS 

[geographic information system] market analysis of which this data analysis is 

an integral component of the bill. They are also connected to the far-reaching 

network of partners and affiliates consisting of the chambers, UNR [University 

of Nevada, Reno] Cooperative Extension and the larger small business 

ecosystem for Nevada. With the assistance of the NV Grow team, the small 

business clients are set up for success. They are better informed and mentored, 

they get the tools they need to see their businesses grow and are ready to take 

on the challenge of other opportunities for expansion.  

 

Senate Bill 119 is requesting the same allocation as the last session in the 

amount of $1.9 million over two years. NV Grow has been very prudent with 

the funds provided over time from the Legislature. It began in 2015 with an 

allocation of $350,000 over two years for the pilot; and because of the 

continued success of the program, the allocations have continued each session.  

 

Because of the allocation provided last legislative session, we have been able to 

take the NV Grow Program to a new level. We have grown our small business 

client base to now over 1,300 businesses and will continue [to grow] and likely 

be at 1,500 clients by the end of this biennium. We have increased our internal 

capacity to effectively assist these clients. We have a new CRM [Customer 

Relationship Management] system for robust data collection and accountability. 

We have added additional partners, such as the UNR Cooperative Extension, 

and have built a stronger network among our chambers for the benefit of the 

clients. The key provisions of this version of S.B. 119 require more 

comprehensive reporting whereby the College of Southern Nevada's Division of 

Small Business and Entrepreneurship Development will be preparing an annual 

report every February of each year. This annual report must be posted on the 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/RED/SRED509C.pdf
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NV Grow Program's website. The appropriations and allocations remain the 

same as last session.  

 

And then there is also a conceptual amendment (Exhibit D) in your package. The 

conceptual amendment consists of a change from including the Asian 

Community Development Council (ACDC) with the AAPI [Asian American 

Pacific Islander] Chamber of Commerce and also lowering the minimum revenue 

requirement for participating businesses from $50,000 to $35,000.  

 

At this time, I would like to turn this over to my colleague, Eric Garner, to 

present our data from last biennium.  

 

ERIC GARNER (Director of Small Business and Entrepreneurship Development, 

NV Grow, College of Southern Nevada): 

As you can see in our presentation, Exhibit C, I am going to talk to you today 

about the NV Grow Program and how it has progressed over the years. I am 

going to first talk about how the program has evolved, talk about some of the 

services we provide and give to clients, the types of assistance we give, 

highlight a few success stories and then talk about how we are really trying to 

build a business ecosystem in southern Nevada and all over Nevada.  

 

So the first thing is how the program has evolved. We started with the 

NV Grow Program as our base, but that has since grown into small business 

and entrepreneurship development. It is an entire division at the College [of 

Southern Nevada] dedicated to entrepreneurship. We now have a 

capital-readiness program under our umbrella, we have Blackstone LaunchPad 

under our umbrella, and then we also have the Henderson Small Business 

Assistance Program. There are other grants that we sometimes include in the 

program. They may come and go, but that allows us to provide more services to 

entrepreneurs than we do just with NV Grow. But it is all because of the 

success of NV Grow. We leverage that success to get other programs.  

 

The types of services we provide are the services that the clients are really 

looking for. Most of them come to us looking for that marketing assistance. 

They want to learn more about how to market their businesses, they want to 

expand their businesses, and they are looking for financial assistance. There are 

many other things they are looking for, but those are some of the key things 

they need to really make their businesses stronger, and we are there to provide 

those services.  

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/RED/SRED509D.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/RED/SRED509C.pdf
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If you look at how we progressed over the years, starting with only 12 clients 

back in 2015, having over 1,300 now—and again, we are on the way to having 

about 1,500 by the end of the year—we are making a strong progression in the 

number of clients we are able to service. 

 

In terms of the type of counseling we give out, we can track this data because 

we now have a CRM system called Neoserra which allows us to really track this 

data so we know how many hours our counselors are spending with these 

clients. As you can see on the screen, about 526 hours were spent on initial 

consultations; for counseling sessions, you can see the number that we do, but 

they really spend a lot of time working directly with these clients.  

 

In terms of the professional services we provide, we hire vendors to assist us 

and provide services to these clients. We vet the vendors, and they provide 

things like marketing services, photography services, accounting services; 

anything that a business needs to get to the next level, we are there to provide 

that. And as you can see on the far right side of the screen, we offer trainings 

and workshops done by industry professionals. If you look at the top [of the 

screen], you'll see a free workshop we do on media training done by 

Patranya Bhoolsuwan who works with our team to really teach those techniques 

to businesses. We have Grant Me Success to teach businesses how to write 

grants and how to get grants for their businesses. We have core business 

strategy that is taught. Those are just a few vendor services that are provided, 

but then we also work in partnership with various organizations like the IRS, 

Chase Bank and many others that provide free workshops to our clients. When I 

say free, our program does not have to pay for those services. We do it in 

partnership with those other organizations. 

 

In terms of our niche, we work with younger, more diverse, multilingual 

people—we work with everyone. That's one of the great things about our 

program. We can provide services in multiple languages, and we reach out to all 

areas. We've been all over Southern Nevada, and we are expanding out into 

[other areas of] Nevada. I will talk about that a bit more in just a few minutes.  

 

If you wouldn't mind, I'd like you to hear from our staff, Exhibit C, talking a 

little bit to you about their languages. 

 

If there's a language that someone on our staff doesn't speak and if the 

community needs that service, we will go out and find a person to work with 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/RED/SRED509C.pdf
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our team that can help us communicate better with that community because we 

want to provide services to everyone. 

 

In terms of technical assistance, we have a data manager on our team who 

helps to provide GIS data. But we also partner with UNR Cooperative Extension. 

What's so great about this partnership is we can send individuals to 

UNR Cooperative Extension to really get that deep, in-depth knowledge and 

training from them. What you see on the screen is just sample data; 

UNR Cooperative Extension helps to train our staff and our counselors to teach 

those individuals how to interpret this data and how to talk to our clients about 

data. We thank UNR Cooperative Extension for that. This [slide] provides more 

sample data of what UNR Cooperative Extension provides.  

 

On this next slide, you'll see some of the businesses that have received multiple 

services over this biennium that have come back for services, and we work with 

[them] on a daily basis. This list will be for the record, and you can take a look 

at that. 

 

In terms of economic gardening really working, this [data] is just a sample of 

about 21 businesses. We wanted to show you the power of the software that 

we have so we are able to pull this type of data. We'll have more data that we'll 

be able to report to you over the next biennium. Of course, we're hopeful we'll 

be funded again. We'll be able to pull this type of data for those six months or 

those yearly reports. 

 

Now I want to show you a video, Exhibit C, of some of our success stories and 

what services and resources from NV Grow have been most beneficial to these 

businesses.  

 

I've been told that I present fast, so I want to slow down just a bit and give you 

an opportunity to read what is on this next screen. This is actually a testimonial 

from one of the clients we have worked with since the beginning. It is 

Juanny Romero, the owner of Mothership Coffee Roasters, who has been 

collaborating with NV Grow since before the pandemic. Mothership Coffee 

Roasters has shown exciting growth over the past two years with a revenue 

increase of nearly $5 million. Additionally, Mothership Coffee has employed 

55 more employees since 2022, bringing the total number of employees to 103. 

Although Mothership Coffee exceeds our $700,000 threshold, they started with 

us when they we were making less than that. So that is the reason we include 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/RED/SRED509C.pdf
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them in our numbers because we still interact with this client. I believe she may 

provide testimony today, but we want to bring her back to work with other 

businesses, to inspire other businesses and show how she became so 

successful so she can pass that on. That is the type of thing we do. If someone 

has been an NV Grow client, we bring them back to work with us to help teach 

other businesses. It is a networking thing where businesses help other 

businesses.  

 

And then finally, ecosystem building. We've been all over Southern Nevada, in 

Las Vegas, Henderson, Boulder City; but we have had an opportunity for 

individuals to really participate online with our classes. And now with our 

partnership with UNR Cooperative Extension, we are going to be able to really 

expand out into the rural areas. We've done some work in Mesquite. We've 

done work in Boulder City. We're going to be coming up north, and what is 

going to allow us to do this again is that partnership. We can do 99 percent of 

our services remotely. Our counselors work with clients remotely, so it does not 

matter where you are in Nevada, we can provide services to you.  

 

And then I would like to show you one last video, Exhibit C, of a networking 

event we did. It was really a community expo that brought together small 

business owners, the community and all of our stakeholders. I thought it was an 

exciting event, and the community really loved it.  

 

On this slide, you see some of our key partners and affiliates with partners, 

being those we have official MOUs [Memorandum of Understanding] with, and 

affiliates, being those that we work with in the community. With that, I'll open 

the floor to any questions.  

 

SENATOR STONE: 

Thank you very much for the presentation. I am very impressed with the work 

you are doing, starting with 12 [clients] in 2015 and getting up to 1,300-plus 

[clients]. I see that you are going to be reducing the revenue threshold from 

$50,000 to $35,000. Why did you choose $35,000? Why not $25,000 or 

$20,000? Does it have something to do with the capacity of the numbers of 

businesses that you can possibly entertain?  

 

And then a second question, if you do not mind me asking, is I would like to 

know the role of the chambers. I am a big fan of the chambers of commerce, 

but sometimes people start businesses and small business is tough. I know 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Exhibits/Senate/RED/SRED509C.pdf
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because I am a small businessman myself. A simple task of even writing just a 

business plan, which is so important—is this something that the college is 

helping with or the chamber is helping with?  

 

MR. GARNER: 

Regarding the $35,000 threshold, of course, it was $50,000. What we found is 

many businesses were very close to making that $50,000, but they were just 

below. So we think $35,000 is the sweet spot. If we go too low to $25,000, 

then we may start stepping on the toes of those who have the startup 

organizations, and we like to partner. So what we do is we don't duplicate, we 

collaborate. So when it comes to organizations like SBDC [Small Business 

Development Centers], we have businesses that come to us; [and if] they do 

not qualify, we still provide them a list of resources, everything that is out there 

in the community for them, and we'll do a warm handoff to an organization like 

SBDC or the Capital Readiness Program. That is why we decided on $35,000. 

 

Regarding the other question on the chambers, the chambers really connect us 

with all of their clients, they get us out to community events, they assist us in 

kind of mentoring clients and getting clients connected with the business 

community. So the chambers play a strong role in just making us a better 

organization and helping us to reach out into the community. 

 

MS. COTA: 

We have, over the last biennium, strengthened the connection with the 

chambers. We have very explicit MOUs now with each of the partner 

organizations with explicit deliverables of what is expected from their allocation. 

In turn, you can see from the videos, they are very present at our events. They 

are the pipeline and the feeder through their websites to get the word out, to 

get the clientele out. They not only are a conduit for the marketing, but they 

also, within their vast networks, can provide some of these other contacts that 

actually help the clients even more. 

 

VICE CHAIR DOÑATE: 

Having no further questions, I do want to make a comment. I do love 

Mothership. They have a really great lavender latte I strongly recommend. We 

will now open the hearing to support testimony. 
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ALEJANDRO RODRIGUEZ (Nevada System of Higher Education): 

The Nevada System of Higher Education (NSHE) recognizes the vital role that 

small businesses play in Nevada's economy and is committed to fostering 

partnerships that promote economic growth and innovation. Senate Bill 119 

enhances opportunities for small businesses to engage with NSHE institutions 

by streamlining processes and expanding access to routine benefits, ensuring 

they can more effectively collaborate. We appreciate Senator Neal's leadership 

on this issue and look forward to continuing our work supporting small 

businesses across the State.  

 

TAYLOR AVERY (Vegas Chamber): 

The Vegas Chamber is in support of S.B. 119. The Chamber has been a 

supporter of the NV Grow Program since its inception in 2015. The program has 

shown significant return on investment and helped many small businesses grow. 

The bill will ensure the gathering of important information on how businesses 

are growing and navigating the state's business environment. Additionally, 

tracking how state dollars are used and whether they are successful at 

achieving their intended purpose is important for transparency and 

accountability. Thank you to the committee for your consideration. 

 

KENT M. ERVIN (Nevada Faculty Alliance): 

We support the bill for the reasons already stated, and I just have to say this is 

the slickest presentation I have seen in a long time. With those marketing 

chops, no wonder you can help businesses grow.  

 

EMILY OSTERBERG (Henderson Chamber of Commerce): 

I'm here representing the Henderson Chamber of Commerce (HCC) and our over 

2,000 members, a majority of whom are small businesses, to express our 

support for S.B. 119. NV Grow helps small businesses continue to grow by 

providing them with access to needed services and resources. We also 

appreciate their support of local chambers with funds to be used for programs 

that assist small businesses such as HCC's small business incubator, 

Launchpad, which has 15 fully-furnished, all-inclusive private offices for 

short-term, six-month leases. Through this program, we collaborate with 

partners, including NV Grow, to ensure our tenants have all the resources they 

need. The provisions in this bill will help track the growth of participating 

businesses and offer valuable insight into the program's impact and successes. 

As the HCC appreciates transparency and good governance, we are in support 

of S.B. 119.  
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COREY SIERRA (All That & A Latte):  

I am a client of NV Grow. My wife and I run a mobile coffee catering service 

called All That & A Latte. I am here to support NV Grow. In less than a year of 

being in the program, we have utilized multiple services; and hopefully we can 

continue to use the services and grow from a microbusiness to a small business 

and eventually a large business.  

 

PATRICK BAJA (Vegas Elite Cleaners): 

I am a 100 percent service-disabled veteran from the Marine Corps. I served in 

Iraq in 2003, and now I am the owner of Vegas Elite Cleaners. NV Grow has 

been very beneficial to my business. I was actually featured on News 3 and 

Fox 5 yesterday for supporting veterans. I just started a program where I help 

senior veterans for free to clean their homes on a one-time basis. It's been very 

successful, and the news reported it last night. If it wasn't for NV Grow, I 

would not have had the knowledge and the media training. I would not have 

known to send a press release to the news and get the word out if it wasn't for 

NV Grow. It has been very beneficial to my business. The phone has been 

ringing off the hook now, and business is going to be growing. Thank you to NV 

Grow, and I support it 110 percent.  

 

CHANDLER COOKS (Business Advisor, Urban Chamber of Commerce): 

I proudly serve as a business advisor at the Urban Chamber of Commerce. In 

this role, I work hand in hand with the NV Grow Program, providing resources, 

technical assistance and mentorship to entrepreneurs across Southern Nevada. 

Today I'll stand before you in strong support of S.B. 119 because I've seen 

firsthand how NV Grow transformed lives; and with this bill's expansion, it can 

do so much more. Entrepreneurship is not just starting a business. It's about 

building generational wealth, revitalizing communities and creating opportunity 

where it has often been denied. Yet for too many aspiring business owners, the 

path to success is riddled with obstacles. I have worked with small business 

owners who have incredible ideas, passion and determination but lack access to 

essential resources like market research, financial literacy or even a clear 

understanding of how to scale their operations. That's where NV Grow steps in 

to fill those gaps, provide technical assistance and give entrepreneurs the tools 

they need to succeed. Our partnership with NV Grow is critical because while 

data and technology are powerful, it is trust that makes a difference. As a 

business advisor, I know small business owners turn to organizations they trust, 

groups embedded in their communities, for guidance and support. So I urge this 

committee for support in S.B. 119, not just as an investment in our local 
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businesses but as an investment in the hardworking Nevadans determined to 

build a future for themselves and their families.  

 

JARRON GRAY (Urban Chamber of Commerce): 

I represent the Board for the Urban Chamber of Commerce. I'm glad to serve at 

the pleasure of the Board and our over 400 members we have currently. We 

fully support this bill and want to make sure that the partnership we have with 

the NV Grow Program and CSN [College of Southern Nevada] overall is 

well-known. This is a representation of that continued partnership. Hopefully 

this bill does get funded once again because it has been very impactful for our 

members and our community at large.  

 

MARGARET CHEN (Business Counselor, NV Grow): 

I am a business counselor with NV Grow and former marketing director for a 

Fortune 500 company. I am here to strongly support Senate Bill 119 because 

I've seen firsthand how your investment transforms small businesses. Every day 

I get to work alongside passionate and hardworking Nevadans who are building 

something great but face many challenges such as scaling, obtaining marketing 

data and finding new customers. Let's be honest, growing any business in 

today's economy is pretty tough, but targeted support changes everything. As a 

counselor, I help small business owners work their business plan so they can 

grow, compete and create jobs.  

 

Take Certified Movers, a well-established local moving company ready to 

expand into freight forwarding and storage, a move that means more jobs and 

greater economic impact. With NV Grow's help, Joe, the owner, is building a 

financial roadmap to secure funding and putting best practices in place for 

sustainable growth. And there are many others which you have already heard 

from and will continue to hear from. When businesses receive strategic 

hands-on support, they can thrive, not just survive. They hire more people, 

strengthen their financial position and drive Nevada's economy forward. That's 

why I urge you to please support Senate Bill 119. NV Grow is not just a 

program, it's a smart investment that delivers lasting returns for our State.  

 

MIKE BINDRUP (University of Nevada, Reno, Extension): 

We are a resource partner with NV Grow. I run the Small Business Education 

Program for UNR Extension. We partner with NV Grow. We receive information 

from their clients and request to help pull data that they can actually use in their 

small business. Just this week, we were assisting two different clients. One 
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was looking for information on where they should locate their business. We 

were able to pull data that allows the small business owner to make a 

better-informed decision. We want to make sure they make these informed 

decisions before they go into business so they can be more beneficial to the 

community and to our State. Another business we pulled some data for just this 

week was helping them make better-informed marketing decisions such as 

where they actually should spend their money and where they would get the 

best bang for the buck based on who their clients are, where they live, in which 

zip codes and what parts of town. This program has been vital to the 

community, and we at UNR Extension just want to lend our support to the 

NV Grow Program. It really helps support business owners. That information is 

so vital to have as you are starting and growing your small business.  

 

IVANA HERNANDEZ (Program Coordinator, NV Grow): 

As you have heard today, NV Grow is a vital resource for Nevada's small 

businesses. I have personally witnessed the meaningful impact we make, 

whether it is resource fairs with partners like Score or one-on-one counseling 

sessions. I see the impact when small business owners discover that NV Grow 

can help them achieve their goals and grow their business. We're becoming an 

essential partner in Nevada's entrepreneurial ecosystem. We work tirelessly to 

help our clients thrive, and I urge you to support S.B. 119 so we can continue 

to create a positive and lasting change for Nevada's economy.  

 

SAMANTHA BARNES (Nevada Bankers Association): 

On behalf of the Nevada Bankers Association, we would like to thank 

Senator Neal and show our full support for Senate Bill 119 and the NV Grow 

Program. 

 

JO CATO (African Chamber of Commerce): 

I am a Board member of the African Chamber of Commerce and a long-time 

advocate for small business development and a small business owner as well. 

I'm here today with strong support from the African Chamber of Commerce, 

which is a partner with the NV Grow Program, in support of S.B. 119 which 

ensures the continued success and expansion of NV Grow, a program that has 

been instrumental in strengthening Nevada's small business economy. As a 

leader within the African Chamber of Commerce, I have personally witnessed 

the transformational impact of NV Grow through its program of providing 

invaluable resources to our members, helping them to develop growth 
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strategies, access critical market insights and secure funding that has allowed 

their businesses to thrive.  

 

NV Grow has directly assisted several of our chamber members, as I have 

mentioned before, providing them with the tools necessary to expand their 

operations, secure new contracts and build long-term sustainability. Many of 

these businesses started as small ventures and through the program support 

have grown into successful enterprises that now contribute significantly to 

Nevada's economy. Without programs like NV Grow, these small business 

owners would struggle to access mentorship, research and technical assistance 

that are critical to scaling their businesses. Our support today as a partner with 

NV Grow for S.B. 119 is not just an investment in business, it's an investment 

in Nevada's future prosperity. I humbly ask the committee to strongly support 

S.B. 119 and uphold the critical work NV Grow is doing for small businesses 

across our State. Thank you Vice Chair Doñate, Senator Neal and members of 

the committee. 

 

JILL SHLESINGER (Starburst Parlor Keto Bakery): 

I own Starburst Parlor Keto Bakery here in Las Vegas, and I am a participant in 

the NV Grow Program. I did not attend any college or have any formal training 

in owning my own business. I started my own business during the pandemic. 

Long story short, I was introduced to the NV Grow Program, and I can't testify 

enough how this program has helped to assist me to keep my business 

functioning and to learn how to operate my own business, whether it be 

learning how to do SEO [search engine optimization] for my website, which is a 

foreign language for me; to utilizing QuickBooks to manage money in my  

business, which I had no clue how to do; to promoting and making a sheet to 

take to the media to basically explain to the media who I am and how I present 

my business; and the list goes on and on. I just wanted to take this opportunity 

today as I am actually working in my business and customers are waiting for me 

to serve them; it was of the utmost importance to me to take this time to let 

everyone know that I can't believe this is a service that is provided to people 

like myself in the community. 

 

PATRANYA BHOOLSUWAN (Media Strategist, NV Grow): 

I'm a media strategist for NV Grow and am also a small business owner. I have 

my media consulting agency, and it's been an honor for me to work for 

NV Grow for the past few years. As Eric Garner mentioned earlier, I do these 

media training workshops throughout the year for NV Grow and that's where I 
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get to see firsthand the impact that our work has done for small businesses 

throughout Southern Nevada. I am just so happy to see some of these clients 

that I have worked with, including Jill Shlesinger and Patrick Baja, who are in 

the room testifying today for NV Grow because these are the success stories 

that I see every day, especially Patrick. He just texted me the other day and said 

because of the media training that I did, he had the confidence to approach the 

media and tell his stories. And now he is telling you the stories like what he's 

done to get the attention of the community. Thank you so much, NV Grow, for 

all you have done. I totally support everything you do, and I hope your work 

continues for many years to come.  

 

CATHERINE FRANCISCO (President and CEO, AAPI Chamber of Commerce): 

I am the President of the AAPI Chamber of Commerce, and I stand in strong 

support of S.B. 119 which seeks to enhance economic development and 

opportunities for small business, particularly within the AA [Asian American] 

and NHPI [Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander] communities. The AAPI community 

has long faced unique challenges in accessing capital, business development 

resources and networks of support. Through NV Grow, we can ensure that the 

AA- and NHPI-owned businesses are given the tools they need to not only 

survive but to prosper. So I strongly urge you to please support S.B. 119. 

Through such efforts, we can work toward an equitable environment where all 

entrepreneurs, regardless of background, can thrive.  

 

PETER GUZMAN (President, Latin Chamber of Commerce): 

This one is really personal because I was there and the Latin Chamber was there 

with Senator Dina Neal in 2015 when we kicked this thing off, and to see 

where it is gotten today is just so gratifying. I promise you that there are many 

stories you have heard from other colleagues. At the Latin Chamber of 

Commerce, we have many stories of people who either have been helped with 

their current business or even before they got started, which helps them not 

make mistakes, vital mistakes, when opening a business that can devastate a 

small startup. NV Grow has been instrumental in the lives of so many and in 

small businesses and helping to create jobs. I am grateful that the 

Latin Chamber of Commerce partnered with Senator Dina Neal and all of you. I 

urge you to pass this incredible bill and to continue to allow NV Grow to change 

lives.  

 

 

 



Senate Committee on Revenue and Economic Development 

March 20, 2025 

Page 15 

 

CHARITY LOGAN (Student, College of Southern Nevada): 

I am a work-study student at CSN. I work in the entrepreneurship center with 

Eric Garner. Even though I've only worked there for two years, I have come to 

love and appreciate all the work … [unintelligible] … NV Grow … [unintelligible] 

... but more specifically the work that … [unintelligible] … does. [Unintelligible] 

… has helped me meet and connect with countless students and Nevada 

residents. There are so many dedicated students and clients who come to our 

workshops and take full advantage of all the resources that we provide. 

However, I also get to connect with students, not just through the room but 

also at the table events. I get to meet fresh new faces and people who may not 

be familiar with what we provide, which also gives me the opportunity to show 

them what [unintelligible] has to offer. They all have such big aspirations and 

ideas, and I love getting to see their hard work and efforts come to fruition.  

 

EDELWEISS SOLANO (Senior Director, Asian Community Development Council): 

The Asian Community Development Council (ACDC) is a nonprofit organization 

dedicated to promoting the well-being of AA [Asian Americans], the NHPI 

[Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander] and other ethnic communities here in Nevada. 

We support Senate Bill 119. For years, ACDC has been actively supporting local 

small businesses and entrepreneurs across diverse communities through our 

Asian Night Market and other community-hosted events. Through our 

collaborations with organizations like NV Grow, we have witnessed firsthand 

the critical need for resources, funding opportunities, training and educational 

services to foster growth and support to help local small businesses thrive. This 

bill presents an important opportunity for further growth and success within 

Nevada's entrepreneurial landscape. Furthermore, their expertise in small 

business development and their strong network of educational and business 

resources are crucial in providing the guidance and support our entrepreneurs 

and small businesses owners need. We urge you to support Senate Bill 119.  

 

JUANNY ROMERO (Founder and CEO, Mothership Coffee Roasters): 

I am the founder and CEO of Mothership Coffee Roasters, a business born and 

grown right here in Nevada. I want to share how NV Grow and its program has 

been an essential partner in our growth and our continued success in Las Vegas. 

One of the things they did key in on was that I started early on with NV Grow, 

and I've spent time over the years as my business has grown. The growth of 

business is not a linear process. At times, if you look at the statistics, most 

small businesses fail; but when you look at the landscape in Nevada, you see 

the percentage of small businesses there are in our State—I think the last time I 



Senate Committee on Revenue and Economic Development 

March 20, 2025 

Page 16 

 

heard it was anywhere between 84 percent to about 92 percent of our whole 

State is made up of small businesses. So there's something we are doing really 

well in our State, and I believe one of those things is what NV Grow provides.  

 

Everyone who has spoken before me has keyed into the fact that with that 

support, they've been able to take one more step, and that is all a small 

business leader needs in our community when we are confused, when we do 

not know what to do next, what we are trying to understand and wear different 

hats in different arenas like marketing, SEOs or PNLs [profit and loss], 

bookkeeping and accounting while also having to do our day-to-day jobs. It's a 

program like NV Grow that allows us to have a bit of breathing room and not 

feel as lonely as we are trying to figure out not only how we are going to pay 

ourselves and take care of our own families but also how we are going to take 

care of our employees, take care of our communities.  

 

If there's one thing about small business, it's that we do care about our 

community. The kids of that small business owner go to school most likely in 

that community. Their friends are in that community. So the impact that 

NV Grow has is not just with the business leaders and these great entrepreneurs 

who come to the table to speak today, it's the people in the community that 

they affect, that we are not even seeing; and it is palpable in our city, and it's 

palpable in our State with what NV Grow is doing. So I am fully in support of 

them. I want to participate more and volunteer so that I can see other 

businesses flourish as well. 

 

SEAN DAVIS (Founder, Emberz, LLC): 

Emberz currently has two brands that we distribute throughout the U.S.: 

Nude Mints and a line of mushroom chips and banana chips. We came across 

NV Grow in 2022; and at the time, we were just a small business. The majority 

of our sales were online. We were able to get a grant from NV Grow which 

actually allowed us to go to our very first trade show in Chicago for consumer 

products. From that point forward, we were able to expand to over 

3,000 stores in the U.S.  

 

We're the number one selling lifestyle product at Urban Outfitters nationally. 

We're in all of the military bases across the U.S. and internationally. We're in 

Circle K, and we're in multiple divisions of 7-Eleven. That would not have 

happened if we didn't have the support that NV Grow provided. For us, at that 

point in time, there could not have been better investment funds that they 
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allocated toward us. Since then, working with a counselor in a multitude of 

different business services and having that guidance and feedback has been 

absolutely phenomenal. I personally want to thank Eric for being incredibly 

supportive. I look forward to working with the program as it continues to grow. 

I think being a part of the community and providing these services to small 

businesses in Nevada is really the lifeblood of the economy. If we can have 

more of that, it's beneficial for everybody involved.  

 

MR. GARNER: 

I first want to thank again the committee for your time and for listening. Thank 

you to all the business owners, to everyone who spoke today in support of NV 

Grow. Just to clarify, we have a lot of programs under the umbrella of Small 

Business and Entrepreneurship Development. We have those programs because 

of NV Grow. So when the student spoke, the student works in our office, the 

government pays for that, but the student helps to support NV Grow businesses 

there in the office. It is through a student worker, so I thank her for taking her 

time to speak because we are able to help everyone through our program. I 

hope it's bound to continue to do that.  

 

VICE CHAIR DOÑATE: 

Thank you to all the businesses that came out. I know that Senator Neal is 

probably watching; so maybe in the spirit of lavender lattes, we can close this 

hearing. I do think that we may want to pass the bill in a work session, so I'll 

turn it over to our policy analyst to continue. 

 

CHRISTIAN THAUER (Deputy Fiscal Analyst): 

For the work session today is Senate Bill 119. It revises provisions relating to 

the NV Grow Program. The bill is sponsored by the Senate Committee on 

Revenue and Economic Development on behalf of Senator Neal. It was heard 

today, March 20, 2025. Senate Bill 119 makes an appropriation of $1.9 million 

from the General Fund to the College of Southern Nevada to support the 

NV Grow Program. It also enacts various changes concerning the division within 

the College of Southern Nevada that is implementing the program, including the 

renaming of the division into the Division of Small Business and 

Entrepreneurship Development. There was an amendment submitted for this bill 

as presented by Mr. Garner, and it is available to committee members on NELIS 

[Nevada Electronic Legislative Information System].  
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VICE CHAIR DOÑATE: 

Seeing no comments or questions, I will take a motion to amend and do pass.  

 

SENATOR STONE MOVED TO AMEND AND DO PASS AS AMENDED 

S.B. 119. 

 

SENATOR STEINBECK SECONDED THE MOTION. 

 

THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

* * * * * 

 

VICE CHAIR DOÑATE: 

Seeing no public comment, the meeting is adjourned at 1:59 p.m. 

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 
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