
 

 

Legislative Biography 

Born: 1944 – Wibaux, Montana 
Educated: Carroll College, Helena, Montana, B.A., Elementary Education, 1966; University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas, M.A., Curriculum and Instruction, 1983; M.A., Educational 
Administration, 1987 
Married: Al Wittenberg (deceased) 
Hobbies/Special Interests: Reading, golfing, volunteer work 

LEGISLATIVE SERVICE 
Served in 6 Regular Sessions and 9 Special Sessions 

 

Years in Senate: 
November 2006 to November 2010; November 2012 to November 2020 

Leadership: 
Senate Co-Minority Whip, 2016 Special Session 
Senate Co-Majority Whip, 2017 
Senate Chief Majority Whip, 2019 

Legislative Commission: 2009 
Interim Finance Committee: 2009; 2013; 2015; 2017; 2019 

Served as Vice Chair from November 9, 2016, to February 5, 2017 
Served as Chair from February 6, 2017, to February 3, 2019 

Senate Committees: 
Commerce, Labor and Energy (2013) 
Education (2013, Chair; 2015; 2017; 2019) 
Finance (2009; 2013; 2015; 2017 and 2019, Chair) 
Health and Education (2009) 
Health and Human Services (2015; 2017; 2019) 
Human Resources and Education (2007) 
Legislative Operations and Elections (2009, Chair) 
Transportation and Homeland Security (2007) 

Joyce Woodhouse 
Democrat 
Senate District 5 
Clark County (part) 
Retired Teacher, Elementary School 
Principal, Program Administrator  
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Legislative Biography — 2015 Session 

 

Legislative Biography 

Joyce Woodhouse 
Democrat 

Senate District 5 
Clark County (part) 

Retired Teacher, Elementary School Principal, Program Administrator  
(continued) 

Interim Committees: 
Advisory Council on Parental Involvement (2007-2008; 2009-2010) 
Advisory Council on the State Program for Wellness and the Prevention of Chronic 

Disease (2017-2018) 
Advisory Task Force on Educator Professional Development (SB 474) (2015-2016) 
Advisory Task Force on School Leader Management (2017-2018) 
Board of Directors for Corporation for Public Benefit for Nevada Youth Legislature 

(2017-2018; 2019-2020) 
Committee to Conduct an Interim Study Concerning Community Colleges (SB 391) 

(2013-2014, Chair) 
Committee to Conduct an Interim Study Concerning Community Colleges’ 

Subcommittee on Governance and Funding (SB 391) (2013-2014) 
Committee to Conduct an Interim Study of the Requirements for Reapportionment and 

Redistricting in the State of Nevada (SCR 9) (2019-2020, Chair)  
Committee to Consult With the Director (2007-2008; 2009-2010; 2019-2020) 
Committee to Study the Needs Related to the Behavioral and Cognitive Care of Older 

Persons in Nevada (SB 121) (2017-2018, Chair) 
Committee to Study the Salaries for Certain Positions in the Unclassified and 

Nonclassified Service of the State (SCR 6) (2017-2018) 
Education Commission of the States (2009-2010; 2013-2014; 2017-2018; 2019-2020) 
Governance and Oversight of the System of K-12 Public Education (ACR 2) 

(2009-2010) 
Interim Finance Committee’s Subcommittee to Review and Advise on Coronavirus 

Federal Aid (2019-2020)  
Interim Finance Committee’s Subcommittee to Review and Advise on the Development 

of Priorities and Performance Based Budgeting (PPBB) by the Department of 
Administration, Budget Division (2013-2014) 

Interim Retirement and Benefits Committee (2013-2014; 2015-2016; 2017-2018; 
2019-2020, Chair) 

Issues Relating to Senior Citizens and Veterans (ACR 35) (2007-2008) 
Legislative Commission’s Subcommittee to Review Regulations (2009-2010) 
Legislative Committee for the Fundamental Review of the Base Budgets of State 

Agencies (2009-2010, Chair) 
Legislative Committee on Child Welfare and Juvenile Justice (2015-2016) 
Legislative Committee on Education (2009-2010, Chair; 2013-2014, Chair; 2015-2016; 

2017-2018; 2019-2020) 
Legislative Committee on Health Care (2013-2014; 2019-2020) 
Legislative Committee on Senior Citizens, Veterans and Adults With Special Needs 

(2009-2010; 2019-2020) 
Nevada Commission on Aging (2015-2016) 
Nevada State Council for Interstate Juvenile Supervision (2007-2008) 
Nevada Task Force on Financial Security (SB 118) (2017-2018) 
Requirements for Reapportionment and Redistricting (ACR 19) (2009-2010) 
Subcommittee to Conduct a Study of Postacute Care (AB 242) (2015-2016) 
Task Force on Alzheimer’s Disease (2019-2020)  
Task Force on K-12 Public Education Funding Technical Advisory Committee 

(SB 500) (2013-2014, Chair) 
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